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with  Alcuin   himself.     It   so  happens  that the

Abbey of  Tours  had  a  small  cell dedicated  to

St. Aredius, and the suggestion may be hazarded

that the little family of monks there sent through

their prior the twenty sides which Alcuin doubled.

It is evident that Colcu had conferred benefits on

those in whom Alcuin was specially interested, and

we may suppose that on some visit to Alcuin he

had delivered a course of lectures by which the

monks  of   St.   Aredius   had  profited.      He  was

probably a professor (his actual title was  lector,

a name still kept up for a public lecturer at the

University of Cambridge) at the School of York.

There was a famous Reader in Theology of the

same name, or as much the same as any one can

expect in early Erse, Colgan. or Colgu, who lived

and lectured at Clonmacnoise and died there in

794, four years after Alcuin wrote this letter at

the beginning of the year 790.    It is of course

tempting to  suppose that this famous Irishman,

the first Ferlegind or Lector recorded in the Irish

Annals, was the Colcu to whom Alcuin wrote, the

Colcu of whom Alcuin in a letter written at the

end of this same year 790 said that he was with

him and was well.    That letter was addressed to

one of Alcuin's pupils, Joseph, whose master the

letter says Colcu had been.    On the whole, we

must  take   it   that   our  Colcu  was   too  closely

associated with Alcuinjs teaching and with North-

umbria to be the Colgu of whom Bishop Healy

says that though he was a Munster-man by birth

he seems to have lived and died at Clonmacnoise.

But it is another puzzling coincidence that Simeon

of Durham records the death of Colcu, evidently